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As | am writing this | am approaching the official apdint of my four hundred
hour internship with Ebenezer. Rev. Mealiff has departed on the first portion of
his sabbatical and Rev. Steward is resting comfortably at home following her
surgery, their absence has given me a unique opportunity to reflect on the first
half of my internship. In one word, my experience at Ebenezer has been great!

I am not sure if you realize it, but Ebenezer has really broadened its scope of

ministry by providing me with this internship. It is in ministry that you

have

T

welcomed me into the pulpit, into your homes, and into your hearts. For these
acts of kindness | will be forever grateful. It is not necessarily easy to become a
teaching congregation, but Ebenezer has stepped into the role with amazing
grace. Whether it is giving me words of encouragement after a worship service,
or your graciousness as | navigate my way through home communion, | have
experienced nothing but love and support from this congregation. On an almost
weekly basis | am able to sit down with Rev. Mealiff and explore a wide variety
of ministerial topics. Our time slot frequently stretches into an-anda-half

to two hours as we dive into topics ranging from deep theological issues to

church record keeping. I

and it is only through his generosity and the ministries of Ebenezer that he is
able to devote this amount of time toward the advancement of my skills.

As | look ahead towards the second half of the internship | can only wonder
where the time will take us. Our most recent endeavor has been a book study
that is exploring how we as a congregation can most effectively interact with

those in our community that are less fortunate than we are. At a cert

only God knows where we will venture next. Ebenezer has reached a unique
milestone as it celebrates one hundred years of ministry. We are in a position

ain level

am deeply

that enables us to see where we have been, but more importantly to dream about
where we can go in the future. The possibilities are really exciting and | am

thrilled to be a part of it!

Nathan Athorp
Student Pastor

journey,

Ebenezer United Church of Christ Identity Statement:

We are Ebenezer United Church of Christ. Our name, from | Samuel 7:12,
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SI NCERE GRATI TUDE FOR THE GIFT OF LI FE AND TH

As many of you may know by now, | have not been at work for the month of January. While | did plan to

take a couple weeks off, | didnodt plan t 8 lrbceivegmdne recov
call from my doctor that the results from the biopsy of my uterus were positive for pre-cancerous and can-

cerous cells. | was assured that it was detected VERY early. In fact, during that initial call, she very en-

couragingly comforted me by clearly stating that the | al
ferred me to a specialist at St. Lukebés and, following 1
11", 2012.

| had a complete hysterectomy and my doctor biopsied lymph nodes in the region and the news came back
that while | did have stage 1 cancer in the uterus, it was completely confined to that area and | was consid-
ered to be surgically 6écureddéthanks be to God!!

| am so very grateful for the gift of the Spirit that arduously tried to speak to me in a number of different

ways to be a good steward of my body/health. Unfortunately, | am not always such a good listener. Be-

cause of insurance issues, poor coverage andéthe excuse:
tor for my annual exam in over 6 years. When Pepper entered life eternal, | had kind of committed to my-

self that | would go this year. As we were planning the celebration of her life, | found out that a local pastor

(who is younger than me) was battling breast cancer. That was enough to help me make the decision to

schedul e an appointment (but | put it off wunti/l after t|

I continue to thank God everyday for the wider church community and the ways in which the Spirit contin-
ued to lean on me to do what | should have done quite some time ago. Because | went in this year and the
cancer was detected early, this chapter of my story has a very, very happy ending. My fervent prayer is
that you all will do what | did not do for many yearsd please make yourself and your physical health a prior-
ity!

Rev. Mealiff was SO very encouraging and supportive all along the way and persuaded me to take the first
week in January to prepare for Lent (which is what | had planned to do before | received the news about
the surgery) instead of coming into the office the first 9 days of January. Because | was able to take that
time, | am in good shape with regard to being able to take time off without being anxious about being be-
hind at work.

And, Nathan Athorp has been a significant blessing to our congregation in so many ways as our student
pastor. His presence and leadership in these times not only further demonstrates his call to ministry but
also his faith and maturity as one preparing for ordained ministry.

| want to thank you for all the delightful and beautiful cards, emails and messages extending your well

wishes and prayers. |truly do feel the fullness and energy of your prayers and compassionate thoughts

and they fuel my healing each day! While | had big plans to come back to work in two weeks, | am going to

have to come back more slowly than I had anticipated.

with which | am all that familiar! (smile). However, | need to take it slow and easy and think long term on

this one. And, your patience, advice and understanding have done SO MUCH to help me recognize that

the work that we do, the faith that we learn and the love of God that we share as a congregation is some-

thing we do TOGETHERéand | don6ét have to be present at

I am so powerfully and genuinely grateful for you and the caring and kindness you have shared with me
and my family in these times. We look forward to a wonderful year of celebration and faith-filled service as
we enjoy the blessings of health, wholeness and peace with you and among you.

Joy and Peace,
Rev. Lorri
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EXPLORE, SERVE, PLAY

Youth Ministry at Ebenezer UCC

Explore (expl oring our faith): Jr. & Sr. Hilgthatunday School
Exploring Easter 8 The Youth will be leading the 8 am service on Easter Sunday, April 8"
We will talk more about how many more times we want to get together to prepare for the service at
our meeting on Feb 12™ at 6 pm at Ebenezer. Please email or text Rev. Lorri if you have questions
and/or plan to participate (revlorri@yahoo.com or 627-4450)

Big Brotherds & Big Sisterds AnnuiaH e Brouwdriyn,g ZIOWLZ .n almeqd
lanes are reserved! We are seeking to form 4 teams (of 4-6 people each) to bowl at Maple Lanes either at

7:30 pm on Saturday, February 18" [2 TEAMS] (moonglow bowling) OR at 1 pm on Saturday, February 25™

[2 TEAMS]. If you have a preference for these dates/ times please SIGN UP ASAP. Remember that all

bowlers need to pick up a pledge sheet from church and get $50 in pledges for the event.

Youth Brat Fry i Sunday, March 4 ™, 10:00 am i 1:30 pm. We will need all Youth on deck

as people will have the opportunity to eat in, take out, or Drive-thru! We will also be grilling and
prepping early, so please be prepared to share your time and energy for this youth fundraiser.
Sign up sheets will be available in confirmation class and on a clip board on the table underneath
the bulletin board in the Sunday School Hallway.

Youth Rummage Sale - Friday March 9 and Saturday March 10.

This is a fundraiser for the 2012 National Youth Event and other youth activities.

Sign-up schedules by the bulletin board. Lots of help needed Wednesday morning March 7
thru Saturday early afternoon March 10.

Play (fun, fellowship, getting to know one another): JUST FOR FUN!
Intergenerational Ice Fishing Event: Saturday, February 11 ™ at Crooked Lake. Meet at
the church at 8am. Sign-up and more information available at Bulletin Board and on Page 5 of this Visitor.

TUBING AT SUNBURST!! We will be heading to Sunburst in Kewauskum for guaranteed fun on
Wednesday, February 15 ™, 4:00 i 8 pm. We will leave Ebenezer at 4 pm, enjoy tubing for an hour and a half
head back to church and grab something to eat. We will get a group rate and the Youth Group will help with
the cost. It will be $10 perperson é whi ch wi | | include Tubing and Dinner.
anyone, please talk to Rev. Lorri. We NEED to know exactly how many are participating so that we have
enough drivers so PLEASE SIGN UP (smile).


mailto:revlorri@yahoo.com
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INFANT AND TODDLER SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday, February 19", 9:30 am i 10:15 am

Parents, please mark your calendars! We will meet Sunday, February 19" in the child care room.
Please email (revliorri@yahoo.com ) or call / text Rev. Lorri (627-4450) to let me know if you and your
child plan to participate so that we can prepare for each session

Looking forward to growing in faith with you and your infant/toddler!

Joy and Peace,
Rev. Lorri

SHROVE
TUESDAY

SHROVE TUESDAY / PANCAKE DAY

All are invited to come and enjoy PANCAKES for dinner on Tuesday, February 21 *, 2012, 5:00 i
6:30 pm at Ebenezer UCC! We will be having pancakes for dinner on that evening in observance of
Shrove Tuesday . What is Shrove Tuesday?

The name Shrove comes from the old word "shrive" which means to confess. On Shrove Tuesday, in
the Middle Ages, people used to confess their sins so that they were forgiven before the season of Lent
began. Shrove Tuesday is a day of celebration as well as penitence, because it's the last day before
Lent. (Ash Wednesday is March 9" this year).

Traditionally, Lent is a time of abstinence, of giving things up. So Shrove Tuesday is the last chance to
indulge yourself, and to use up the foods that, hi s
eaten on this day because they contain fat, butter and eggs which were forbidden during Lent.

Shrove Tuesday is known by many different names in different cultures. In the US and in Latin American
countries, Shrove Tuesday is better known as Mardi Gras. Mardi Gras celebrations are extreme, with
many indulging in lots of fancy treats, watching carnival parades, or merely taking to the streets in a joy-
ful party atmosphere.

Most in England, Ireland and Australia celebrate Shrove Tuesday as Pancake Day. Pancakes are en-
joyed and eaten with sweet toppings. Like Mardi Gras, many people who do not observe Lent join in the
celebrations on Pancake Day because they are simply fun.

There is a sign up sheet on the table underneath the bulletin board near the Sunday School Hallway.
Please take a moment to sign up so that we can make certain there are plenty of pancakes and sweet
toppings for us to enjoy (indulge) éperhaps in prep

Hope to see you on Shrove Tuesday!
The Embracing and Christian Education Ministry Teams
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Ice Fishing Event!
Ebenezer UCC Youth Group

Saturday, February 11, 2012
8:00am- 2:00pm

You are invited to an ice fishing event at Crooked Lake with the youth group. The plan is to meet at
church at 8:00 and leave by 8:15. Ice fish from 9:00am to noon. Then pick upupe &pd go into

the Four Seasons resort for lunch. If you finish lunch by approximately 1:30pm, you can be back in
Sheboygan shortly after 2:00pm.

No experience or equipment is needed! Just a desire to enjoy the outdoors and Wisconsin's winter
wonderland. There will be a heated ice shack available for warming up. Also the resort opens at
10:00am so restroom facilities are available nearby.

We'll have bait, extra fishing equipment, and will help you get setup. So don't worry if you've never
ice fished before. If you do have your own equipment, please bring it.

Also, you can have fun at the lake in other ways. Wapifish. What that means is you are not hold-
ing anything while fishing. Therefore bring something to play catch with (football, Frisbee, or soft-
ball/glove). You can also bring a sled. There is a small hill at the edge of the lake to sled if we have
snow. You can also bring a snack or beverage if you desire.

You must bring youfishing license if you are 16 years old and oldéfouth under age 16 can fish
without a license.

Even if you don't want to fish, you can still come out anytime during the morning to socialize and
"check it out".

Pizza lunch at the resort will be at your own cost. We encourage those attending to stop in at the resort
for lunch since we use their parking lot, lake access, and restrooms. This shows our appreciation for
providing these facilities to us.

Please sigiup so we can plan for bait, fishing equipment, and drivers (we'll need parents to drive).
Map and directions is available on the sign up clipboard by the bulletin board.

Let's hope Mother Nature and the fish cooperate! Any questions?

Please contact Todd Kinney
Phone: 920152-7973 (home); 92Q07-3924 (cell)
Email: tjikinney@charter.net

P.S. Please, dress accordingboots, hat, gloves, face warmer/scarf, snow pants, etc..
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/4 PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS: Rogene Manz, Robert Richter, Andre
Vreeke, Vivian Grams, Dorothy Free, Connie Schneekloth, Jarrod Jackett, Irene|Feldt,

Sharon Anhalt, Randy Hamann, Bi |l |l Ny huli s
ghanistan) and persons living with cancer and health concerns

ili

7

)
COOK OFF _I

Ebenezer Chili Cook o Off

This year to celebrate our 100 ™ anniversary, we will be

having various fun congregational get -togethers. Our

first one is a Chili Cook o Off to be held after the late

church service on February 12 ™. Get out your favorite

recipe; make it from memory, or experiment! Bring

your chili to church in a slow cooker to keep it warm

during the service. We will be having a vote through

ball ets for o0Tasters Choicebo, (‘)
OSpiciestd6é. What category doe
sheet will be placed in the gathering area so we have

an idea how many people to expect to bring chili. We

will also need some volunteers to help in the kitchen to

wash bowls, spoons, etc. Chili chefs make your plans

now and weol | bring our appetites!

Mo st
your
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Embracing Ministry: Mission Outreach Updates
Food Pantry
A Special thanks to all the volunteers
and the donations that make this Ministry possible

The third Sunday of every month is Food Pantry Collection Sunday at Ebenezer UCC so February 19 is
our next collection date. Your donations of non-perishable food items play a vital role in keeping the She-
boygan Area Food Pantry stocked for those in need of this service. A grocery cart for your donations is lo-
cated in Fellowship Hall.

O00DO0OO0o0oDoODoooDoooooooDooooaoao

Comma Cafe “Second Century Update:

o
o

-Total Pledges: $629,654

000000000000 ooooaoag

Februar
y °Pledges to Date: $346,131
5th Girl Scout Families O .
-Paid to Date:  $326,320

12th WDT and AV Team o

19th Equipping Ministry Team ERon

26th Confirmation Students & b obombomboboBbLBL DG E D

Mentors

Calling all Boy and Girl Scout Families

February 5 is Boy Scout Sunday and March 4 is Girl Scout Sunday. On these days we
will recognize Scouts and Scout Leaders for their commitment to family, faith, commu-
nity and personal growth. If you are a Scout please write your name on the sheet by
the bulletin board. We don't want to forget anyone!

New this year the girls will serve as hosts of Comma Cafe on February 5 (Boy Scout
Day) and respectively the boys will serve as hosts on March 11 (Girl Scout Day). Fami-
lies are asked to bring something and help serve during those events.

If you have any questions please contact Julie or Todd Kinney at 452-7973.

REMINDERS

The VISITOR is available via email which helps bring down costs of postage and paper. Please let the office know if
you would prefer an email VISITOR. (920) 452-9766 or email ebucc@ebenezerucc.org

If you sponsor FLOWERS for the Sunday service please return the vases to the church kitchen when you dispose of
your flowers. The vases need to be returned to the florist.

Please remember to collect BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION AND SOUP LABELS for the Ebenezer-Jefferson Part-
nership. Both may be placed in the container near the phone in the kitchen.
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Infant/Toddler
10 mos¢ 3 Years

Parent(s) and infants, 10 Mos3 Years
Next class: Sunday, February 19th: 3.3 am
Meet in the Nursery Room in the Sunday School Hallway

WORKSHOP ROTATION MODEL (WRM) SUNDAY SCHOOL
PreKi 6th Grade
Sunday Mornings September 11 through May: ;09:15 am
Meet in the church sanctuary, Pick up from Workshop
CSoNHzZ NBE w2dlGA2yY WSadza 2 aKSa

[e=tN
A
w

57

} WRM Sunday School children will provide special music at the 10:30 worship services on

January 28 and March 18.

JR. & SR. HIGH YOUTH EXPLORE

7th i 12th Grade Sunday Mornings Septemberthrough May: 9:3@; 10:20 am
The Jr & Sr High youth will tentatively be leading a WRM workshop in February.
Sunday Mornings September 11th through May: 9:30 i 10:20 am

Meet in the Jr/Sr Youth Education Room in the Sunday School Hallway.

@W ADULT BIBLE STUDY
»

Wednesday mornings, September through May: 9:00 7 10:00 am

| Meet in the church Library/Lounge

Shepherd and Workshop Leader opportunities available. Please support our program by volunteer-
ing your time and talentg 1 hour a week for just 4 weeks. Schedules and Lessons available at the
WRM display in the Sunday School hallway.
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Sonshine Stitchers Craft Day

Mark your calendars for Sonshine Stitchers Craft Day on Saturday February
18"™. These events will start at 8am and go till 5pm. This is potluck event so
bring a dish to pass.

Saturday February 18 ™ 2012 8am-5pm

Sign up sheets will be on the clip board in the lobby.
If you have any questions, contact Diane Zimmerman.
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February Bible Readings

Day Book

1 Romans

2 Luke

3 Genesis

4 Romans

5 2 Corinthians
6 Exodus

7 Philemon

8 Acts

9 John

10 Romans

11 Romans

12 Hebrews

13 Psalm

14 1 Peter

15 1 Peter

16 Mark

17 Genesis

18 Romans

19 Romans

20 Isaiah

21 Leviticus

22 2 Chronicles
23 Matthew

24 Genesis

25 Titus

26 2 Corinthians

27 Job
28 Romans
29 Psalm

Chapter

5:1-21
2:41-52
3:1-24
1:1-17
10: 1-11
24: 3-8
1-2

6: 1-7
3:22-36
6:1-14

6: 15-23
5:1-10
103
1:1-16
1:17-25
4:35-41
11:1-9
15:1-13
15: 14-29
1:1-20
10: 1-20
27:1-9
28: 16-20
22:1-19
2:117 311
1:2371 2:11
2:1-10
16: 17-20
45: 6-17

QOO ~N~N~N~NOOCOODGOOPPBPANDNPE
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Jonathon Buschmann
Fred Neerhof
Kennedi Watts

Trish Franzen
Tammy Mihm

Ada Mealiff

Amy Williams

Phil Manz

Sandra St. Thomas
Duane lllig

Yvonne Lavey
Melody Schneider
Roger Ver Gowe
Constance Campbell
Lea Weyker,

Randall Williams
Jolene Albrecht
Vivian Grams

David Schneekloth

George Allen Schneekloth

Suzette Ver Gowe
Nikki Mealiff
Diane Shircel
Diane Woiak
Julia Apel

Irene Feldt

David Ploetz
16 Sara St. Thomas
17 Diana Jill Drews
18 Grace Roblee
19 Dorothy Free
19 Kimberly Vogel
20 James Kasten
20 Grace Leonhardt
20 Douglas Zimmerman
22 Michael Daane
23 Kaylee Hamann
24 Florence Born
24 Collin Carey
24 Skyler Hooker
25 Teresa Kohl
25 Helen Malzahn
26 Dena Manske
26 Justin Titel
28 Joana Beniger
28 Raymond Van Sluys

Sorry if we missed
your special day.
Please call the church
office to update: (920
452-9766.
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Popular Gospel Quartet to perform at Ebenezer

The popular, Gospel quartet, Eternity, will bring their updated, upbeat version
of four-part Gospel harmony to Ebenezer for a special concert. The performance will
be held on Sunday, February 26th at 2 pm. Thanks to the generosity of Joseph
Schmitt Construction (who did our addition), the costs of Eternity are completely cov-
ered. A free will offering will be collected and which will completely go to Laundry

Love.

Eternity delivers a fun, energetic stage show and powerful four-part harmonies
in the style of the Oak Ridge Boys, Statler Brothers, Gaither Vocal Band and Signa-
ture Sound Quartet. They perform across the state of Wisconsin, including being fea-
tured performers at the Governoro6és Prayer Bre

Clerkdéds Associati on.

Eternity also has been the opening act for
Vocal Group of the Year, and Branson, Mi ssour

Spoken 4 Quartet. The group has also had a chance to perform in Branson.

Gaé%‘-”f' = @:
SALE
Youth Rummage Sale
Friday, March 9, 2012 Saturday, March 10, 2012
4pm to 6:30pm 7am to 11:30am

Drop off donations for the sale behind dividers in Fellowship Hall from February 15 until noon
on March 9. Please do not bring items we will have to pay to dispose of. If you need items
picked up contact Julie Kinney at 452-7973. Unsold items will be donated to local thrift shops.

Also, NEW THIS YEAR Craft Corner. Anyone who would like to share their talents, please
contact Julie to make arrangements so new items are kept separate from resale items. Unsold
items will be returned to the crafter.

Pass the word to all your friends and family to come shop the sale. Bargains Galore!

Volunteers needed to set-up, work the sale and tear down. Volunteer sign up sheet is on the
counter in the lobby.

Thank You for supporting Ebenezer Youth events and mission trips.



