
No matter  

who you are 

or  

where  you are 

on lifeõs journey, 
 

YOU ARE  

WELCOME HERE  

                 Ebenezer United Church of Christ  
              The òVISITORó 
                         August  2010 

We are Ebenezer United Church of Christ. Our name, from I Samuel 7:12, means: òThus far, God has 

helped us.ó Building on that solid rock, we reach forward in faith on the growing edge of our commu-

nity.  We offer family-centered ministry, meaningful worship and education, and an open invitation to 

share in Holy Communion.  Ebenezer demonstrates a welcoming openness that helps people feel òat 

homeó, fortifying us to live out our faith on a daily basis.  Led by God, we reach out to bring hope and 

justice to all of Godõs family.  We affirm the gifts and cherish the image of God in each person.  In 

partnership with God and each other, in traditional yet progressive ways, we are ordinary people 

working hard to accomplish extraordinary things. 

 
EBENEZER  

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
3215 SAEMANN AVE. 

SHEBOYGAN, WI 53081 
 
 

Phone 
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Website 
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God is still speaking , 

BE A BILLBOARD  
 

The construction work on Taylor Drive has certainly made it a challenge to 

get to Ebenezer Church this summer.  And midway through the projectña 

whole new set of handicaps arise!  And we pride ourselves on being òbuilt 

barrier-freeó.  It isnõt really that difficultñonce you have found a new route 

to get here.  But that first time!!   

 

It makes us think about what itõs like for someone to come to church that 

first time.  There are plenty of barriers besides getting to the building.  Am I 

dressed right?  Will anyone talk to me?  They all seem to know where to 

sit, when to stand, what to say, how to singñall except me.   

 

Someone suggested we needed a sign to help people know how to get to 

Ebenezer UCC this summer.  But then we realizedñwe needed about a 

dozen signs, all along the way.  And we need òpeople-signsó tooñyou and 

me, helping make it easier for others to come to Ebenezer, to come to faith 

in Christ.   

 

òPeople come to church on an elbow,ó according to Jim Griffith, one of our 

speakers at the Wisconsin Conference meeting.  Most people come to 

church because someone invited them.  With a trusted companion by their 

side, with an elbow to guide them, that first trip through the front doors is 

much easier.   

 

You can be one of those òsignsó that help a friend, neighbor, co-worker, 

family member, etc. find their way to Ebenezer.  Lend your elbow.  Invite 

them to come WITH you that first time.  Be a sign that points the way.  As 

a matter of factñbe a billboard! 



Ebenezer uses the 

Workshop Rotation 

Model (WRM) format 

for Sunday School. Chil-

dren study each story 

for four weeks but in a 

variety of ways as they 
rotate through four kid-

friendly, multi-media 

workshops including 

video, drama, story-

telling, games, crafts, 

computer, and cooking. 

The stories of our faith 

are shared in ways that 

help make them òrealó 

and meaningful for the 

children; help them un-

derstand that God is 

Pre-K ð 6th Grade  

Sunday Mornings,  

September 12th - May:  

9:05 ð 10:15 am 

Meet in the church 

sanctuary  

September Rotation: 

Noahõs Ark 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

present in our lives to-

day just as He was pre-

sent with the people in 

our sacred Bible stories. 

Classes are held on Sun-

day mornings between 

Labor Day and Memorial 
weekend. Children Pre-

K through 6th grade 

meet in the sanctuary at 

9:05 and may be picked 

up from their work-

shops at 10:15. Work-

shop schedules are 

posted in the Sunday 

School Hallway. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAMS  

RESUME SEPTEMBER 12TH  

 

 

Workshop Rotation Model (WRM) Sunday School  

For parents and their 

children ages 6 months 

through 3 years, Ebene-

zer offers an Infant and 

Toddler Ministry quar-

t e r l y ,  S e p t e m b e r 
through May, in the 

Nursery Room from 

9:30-10:15. Spiritual 

foundation begins at a 

very, very early age! The 

Seasons of the Spirit 

Growing Faith curricu-

lum is specifically de-

signed for children ages 

6 months through 3 

years old. We ask that 

at least one parent or 

grandparent attend each 

session with their child 
(grandchild) so that we 

may partner with you in 

the spiritual formation of 

your infant/toddler.  

Infant and Toddler Ministry  

Parent(s) and infants,  

6 Mos. ð 3 Years 

Sunday, September 19:  

9:30 ð 10 am 

Meet in the Nursery 

Room in the Sunday 

School Hallway  

 

 

 

 

A registration form is 

included in this 

newsletter. Pease fill 

out the form for 

children who plan to 

participate in our 

Infant / Toddler, 

WRM, or Jr/Sr 

Sunday School 

programs. Return the 

completed form to 

the church office or 

bring it with you on 

the first day of class. 
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Hey All You Grown Ups ðYou Can Do The WRM Too!  

This program needs lots of helpers; We know you have special gifts and talents to share with our children so volunteer 

to lead a workshop that matches your interests or let us know what your interests are and we will work them in. Sign 

up to be a friend, volunteer as a Shepherd. Being a shepherd requires no preparation just your time and smiling face. 

Take attendance and assist as needed ð maybe handing out supplies or helping a little one stay focused. Both are only a 

4-week commitment but youõll have so much fun we know youõll be back for more!! Look for the lessons and sign-up 

sheets on the WRM wall display in the Sunday School hallway. Contact Natalie Kohlmann (452-6007) if you have any 

questions. 
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Adult Bible Study  

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Sunday School  

The Junior and Senior High youth meet each Sunday morning in the Youth Room 

from 9:30-10:20. A number of different topics are introduced using movies, 

Nooma videos, and activities that encourage the Youth to begin thinking 

òtheologicallyó and seeing Godõs active presence in their everyday lives. 

7th  ð 12th  Grade  

Sunday Mornings,  

September 12 th  - May:  

9:30 ð 10:20 am 

Meet in the Youth 

Room in the Sunday 

School Hallway  

The scriptures from the Old and New Testaments, Gospel and Psalm for the fol-

lowing Sunday service are read and discussed, with a stimulating study guide. Par-

ticipants not only gain insights from exploring the scripture and the thoughts shared 

in the group, but also report they get more out of the sermons on Sunday! 

Wednesday mornings,  

September 8 th  - May:  

9:00 ð 10:00 am 

Meet in the church  

Library/Lounge  

Jefferson Ebenezer Partnership  

We are collecting an assortment of School Supplies once again for Jefferson School.  You may bring them to 

church and put in the marked boxes in the entry way.  We would like to provide each student with a box (24 

ct) of crayons or a box (12 ct) of colored pencils at the beginning of the year.  The rest of the supplies are 

given to the teachers to distribute as needed. We are also accepting monetary donations to purchase books 

for the birthday bags.  Those donations may be put in an envelope marked JEP and dropped off in the office 

or the offering plates.  Thank you so much for your support. 

Remember in Prayer  
Irene Feldt, Doris Schober, Herman Munnik, Robert Richter, Andrew Vreeke, Vivian Grams, 

Walter & Dorothy Free, Frank Tauschek, McHale & Mateo Shaw, Connie Schneekloth, Bernice 

Hameister, Jarrod Jackett, and persons living with cancer and other health concerns. 
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Second Century Campaign  

the future of Ebene-

zer. Anyone, pledged 

or not, can make a 

contribution to the 

Second Century Cam-

paign. Just use the Sec-

ond Century envelopes 
in the pews and 

place in the offering 

plate. 

Ron Rindfleisch 

Total pledged:           

         $626,014 

Pledged to Date:      

         $171,431 

Paid to date:         

         $163,857 

 

A contribution state-

ment for the Second 

Century Century Cam-

paign for 2010 was 

mailed with the regular 

Ebenezer contribution 

statements in early July. 

The contributions 

listed were for 2010, 

not 2009 as indicated 

in the paragraph fol-

lowing the contribution 
amounts. If there are 

any discrepancies in 

the statements please 

contact me at 457-

9235. Thank you for 

your contributions for 

Comma Café Schedule  

August  1 Open 

August   8  United Womenõs Fellowship 

August   15 Jan, Angie and Jolene Albrecht 

August   22 Open 

August   29 Consistory Members 

Simple Song Singers  

Please remember, no 

matter who you are, or 

how well you sing, you 

are welcome to sing with 

the Simple Song Singers. 

Thank you to everyone 

who sang HEAL THE 

WORLD during the July 

18th worship ser-

vice. Your joint effort, 

with soloists Camaile 

Gort, Harold Henning, 

Kristal Klemme and Barb 

Shircel, was a moving 

and inspirational worship 

experience. 

On Thursday, August 

19th and Sunday August 

22nd, The Simple Song 

Singers will sing an old 

familiar song, Just A Closer 

Walk With Thee.  Re-

hearsal will begin at 6:25 

p.m. on August 19th and 

8:25 a.m. on August 

22nd. 

òThank you for your 

contributions for the 

future of Ebenezer.ó 



wash for a week. We could 

also use Tide (that seemed to 

be the preference ð watch for 

sales and coupons), liquid 

softener (we already have 

LOTS of dryer sheets) or 

Dreft for the baby wash.  

Maybe you would like to do-
nate a bottle of juice or some 

snacks for one of the sessions; 

that too would be welcome.  

As Reverend Lorri men-

tioned, we are meeting a need 

that NO other group in our 

community is addressing. It is 

a blessing to our community 

and a blessing to us to be able 

to help in some small way to 

meet that need. 

We will run the next session 

on the fourth Wednesday of 

July (the 28th) from 6-8PM.  If 

anyone is interested but not 

available evenings and would 

like to do a daytime session 

(10 am ð noon), please let me 

know for we would like to 

work toward offering a day-

time session for those who 

work second shift.  If you 

would like to volunteer for 

that evening, there will be a 

sign up sheet in the entry with 

the basket to donate laundry 

soap.  If you have quarters to 

donate, please turn them in to 

the office and let Christine 

know they are for Laundry 

Love. 

Looking aheadéwe will also 

be hosting a session on the 

fourth Wednesday of August 

(the 25th) from 6-8PM (and 10 

am ð noon if we can get vol-

unteers).  At the August ses-

sion, we will have the oppor-

tunity to hand out the Laun-

dry Bags that our VBS chil-
dren will be making as their 

mission project.  Parents, 

remember that you AND 

your children are invited to 

participate in this outreach 

that is beginning to share 

loads of Godõs love in our 

community! 

Janice Hill 

On Wednesday, June 30th, 

we launched our very first 

Laundry Love Project at 

Midway Laundry.  On hand 

were willing volunteers, 

Penny Mealiff, Ruth Harker, 

Cal Stewart and Reverend 

Lorri. 

We came equipped with 

laundry soap, dryer sheets, a 

bucket of quarters, a ther-

mos of coffee, some snacks 

and coloring books and cray-

ons for any children who 

might be there, a basket of 

ògoodiesó such as tooth-

paste, toothbrushes, lotions 

and shampoo, LOADS of 

love AND not just a little 

trepidation. 

We didnõt know just how 

this would all work out.  

Would anyone show up who 

needed our help?  Would we 

be welcomed or frighten 

people away?  How does 

one approach someone and 

ask if they would like help 

with their laundry? What if 

they were insulted? What if 

they didnõt speak English? 

We had lots of questions, 

but just jumped right in and 

prayed that we would fill a 

need that night and that God 

would bless our efforts. 

Our first òcustomeró was a 

man who brought in a small 

bag of clothing to wash.  We 

fed the quarters into the 

machine for him, offered him 

a snack and some coffee and 

then had a little chance to 

visit.  He told me he was 

here working at Whistling 

Straits, preparing the golf 

course for the upcoming 

PGA event.  Several times he 
explained his English wasnõt 

very good, but I had no 

problem understanding him 

when he took the quarters 

he didnõt have to use to do 

his wash back out of his 

pocket, showed them to me, 

smiled and explained that he 

works here and sends his 

money back to his family in 

Mexico.  He said he was happy 

to put his quarters back in his 

pocket that night.  As his quar-

ters went back into his pocket 

my heart was filled to over-

flowing and God had answered 

all my questions. 

One little family who was there 

with what looked like an entire 

monthõs worth of laundry 

shared some snacks, and 

thanked us all over and over 

with their smiles. With a brand 

new baby, the mother was 

thankful for our offer of soap 

to fill one of her machines, but 

instead used her own soap, 

òDreftó, explaining in limited 

English, that the nurse at the 

hospital had told her to use 

that for the babyõs wash.  This 

week I priced Dreft and found 

it costs almost $10.00 for a 

small bottle.  I thought about 

this young mother spending 

$10.00 to make sure her baby 

was being cared for properly 

just like every other good 

mother would.  Then I thought 

about the times I have spent 

$10.00 foolishly and without 

thought. 

I have been asked how we 

know who REALLY needs our 

help?  We donõt know.  There 

is no test.  The help we offer is 

freely given, the love we show 

is only a reflection of the unre-

stricted, no strings attached, 

and no entry fee love that we 

are given each and every day by 

our òstill speaking Godó. 

If you would like to share in 

this outreach but arenõt able to 

volunteer, there are many ways 

to help; consider donating 

quarters, you know, the ones 
you have in the console of your 

car, or in your dresser drawer, 

or that weigh down your purse 

anyway. One load of wash in 

the bigger machines costs 

$4.75.  Drying those clothes 

costs 25¢ for each 10 minutes.  

A $10 roll of quarters would 

help one family have clean 

òOne little family who 

was there with what 

looked like an entire 

monthõs worth of 

laundry shared some 

snacks, and thanked 

us all over and over 
with their smiles.ó 
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Taylor Drive Construction  

Starting Monday, June 7th, Southbound Taylor 

Drive between Geele Avenue and Superior Ave-

nue is closed for construction for approximately 

5 weeks. The following five weeks the 

northbound lane of Taylor Drive will be closed and the 

southbound lane will be open. The intersection of Saemann 

and Taylor will remain closed. Entrance into Ebenezerõs 

parking lot can be made through the driveway on Saemann 

Avenue between the Church and Parsonage. This entrance 

will be accessible from the west on Saemann by going west 

on Superior or Geele to 38th Street to Saemann Avenue, 

and back to the church. 

Saving Box Tops and Soup Labels  

Helps Jefferson School  

Here are two more ways you can help Jefferson Elementary 

School through JEP (the Jefferson/Ebenezer  Partnership): 

1) Save the Box Tops for Education  coupons that come 

on a wide variety products. Cut out the Box Tops rectan-

gles that appear on the packages of General Mills cereals, 

Hamburger Helper, Betty Crocker mixes, Kleenex boxes, 

Cottonelle products, Huggies, Ziploc, and many more items.  

Each coupon is worth 10 cents when redeemed by Jefferson 

School. 

2) Save the labels (actually only the UPC code is necessary) 

from Campbell Soup  cans, as well as from Spaghettios, 

Swanson Broth, Prego Italian Sauces and the caps from V8 

andV8 Fusion drinks. The school earns points that can be 

redeemed for school supplies or playground equipment. 

Put your Box Tops, labels, and caps in the white covered bin 

on the front counter in the kitchen, (near the phone).  Vicki 

Kulhanek, fifth-grade teacher at Jefferson, will get them to 

the school. 

Long Range Planning Team 

Update  

The architectural plans for the building renovations were 

recently presented to several City of Sheboygan planning 

committees. No objections were raised; the plans will now 

need to be reviewed at the state level for final approval. The 

LRP team is also working with a financial advisor to under-

stand which borrowing option best fits our projects. We 

hope to have the final decision soon, as this is a key piece in 

moving forward. 

Although a timetable for construction has not been finalized, 

we are anticipating a late summer or early fall start. Stay 

tuned!! 
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August 

Birthdays  

Day  

1 Tammy Greuel 

1 Robin Leonhardt 

2 Patrick Beniger II 

2 Jack Reichert 

3 Kimberly Pena 

3 Mark Schoneman 

4 Shirley Burger 

4 Hailey Dahlke 

4 Vicki Kulhanek 

4 Rebecca Rindfleisch 

6 Jenny DeCeuster 

6 Brent Ver Gowe 

7 Sharon Anhalt 

7 Matthew Hurst 

7 Jason Knuth 

7 Robert Malzahn 

7 Dorothy Mayer 

7 Gertrude Rindfleisch 

7 Quinn Wingender 

8 Nona Miller 

12 Tracy Ploetz 

13 Kay Hemb 

13 Joesph Reglin 

14 Rhonda Adler 

14 Jennifer Hameister 

14 Jennifer Kober 

14 Samantha Reglin 

14 Alexis Steward 

15 Richard Hermann 

15 Leslie Mueller 

15 Barbara Schuette 

16 Bobbie Christus 

16 Jessica Keyes 

17 Justin Illig 

18 Brian Theis 

18 Collin Wilcox 

19 Martha Hill 

19 Zona Ziegler 

21 Melvin Mauk 

22 Zachary Butler 

22 Brandon Foshag 

22 Jessica Heinen 

24 Sharon Blum 

24 Robert Lorenz 

24 Derek Ploetz 

 

 

25 Vicki Leonhardt 

27 Sarah Daane 

27 Geraldine Hogue 

28 Mark Sewacki 

28 Brayden Williams 

29 Payton Bender 

29 Kolton Bruggink 

31 Bruce Dahmer 

31 Mya Fritsch 

31 Kathy Matelko 

31 George Schneekloth 

Sorry if we missed your  special  

day. Please call the church office to 

update: 452-9766. 

Bring help, hope, and healing to 

children and adults dealing with 

death, divorce, separation, or aban-

donment.  Become a RAINBOWS 

volunteer and help people who are 

hurting learn to cope with their 

grief. 

August 3 & 4, 2010 

     Tuesday & Wednesday,  

6:30 ð 9:30 PM 

at 

Bethany Reformed Church 

1315 Washington Av.,  

Sheboygan, WI  53081 

There is no fee. Attendance on 

both Tuesday & Wednesday eve-

nings is required. Please register by 

calling the Rainbow Kids office at 

452-2838 or after 2:00p.m. - Judie 

Meise at 458-4429. Additional infor-

mation will be sent to registrants. 

If you have any questions, call Judie 

Meise. Thank You! 

Rainbow Kids 

Facilitator 

Training  
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August 15,  

5:00-7:00 pm 
Ebenezer Church 

Embracing Ministry Mission 

Updates -- Food Pantry  

The third Sunday of every month is Food Pantry Collec-

tion Sunday at Ebenezer UCC so August 15 is our next 
collection date. Your donations of non-perishable food 

items play a vital role in keeping the Sheboygan Area 
Food Pantry stocked for those in need of this service. A 

grocery cart for your donations is located next to the 
coat racks in the church lobby area. The volunteer sched-

ule for transporting our contributions to the collection 

locations for the next two months is: 

August Janice Free 458-7070 St. Dominicõs  

September Barb Shircel  452-5296 St. Johnõs UCC  

 


