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MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, we rejoice that God has come to be
EBENEZER one of us. God born a human being like us, experiencing the joys and
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST ¢ ggles of life, and even death, as we do, enables us to know,
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www.ebenezerucc.org Christmaso a deeper meaning than th

: is the basis on which we can trust that there will be a happy new year,
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regardless of what life may bring at us.

Church office
ebucc@ebenezerucc.org So each of us at Ebenezer United Church of Christ wish you a very

Rev. Roger Mealiff merry Christmas and a happy new year. | want to thank everyone for
revrog@ebenezerucc.org the cards, gifts and greetings during this season. The support of this

_ congregation means more than words can say.
Rev. Lorri Steward

revlorri@yahoo.com And in this new year, we celebrate our 100" birthday at Ebenezer!

Nathan Athorp, Student Pastor Dawn Foshag and her team have been planning special activities
athorp@tds.net throughout the year. We begin in January by welcoming the Pine Ha-

ven Mendés Chorus for our services o

Rev. Joanne Thomson, our Associate Conference Minister who has

worked with us in church renewal, will speak at our services on Febru-

ary 19. And we will host a Sunday afternoon community concert at

Church Secretary
Cassie Hogue

Sunday Worship

8:00 am and 2:00 on February 26 by the musical
10:30 am ALaundry Loveo. And there is | ots
SU”daygs_ggoo'Worksmps May you know Godéds blessings, both
o am throughout the coming year.
No matter
who you are % ,é;zt) /71%
or
where you are
on | ifeds [journey,
YOU ARE
WELCOME HERE Ebenezer United Church of Christ Identity Statement:
We are Ebenezer United Church of Christ. Our name, from | Samuel 7:12, means:
AThus far, God has helped us. o6 Buillding o
) . ) on the growing edge of our community. We offer fartigntered ministry, meaning-

God is still speaking , ful worship and education, and an open invitation to share in Holy Communion. Ebe-
nezer demonstrates a welcoming opernness t
ing us to live out our faith on a daily basis. Led by God, we reach out to bring hope
and justice to all of Godés family. We af
in each person. In partnership with God and each other, in traditional yet progressive

ways, we are ordinary people working hard to accomplish extraordinary.things
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NEW YEARG6S OPPORTUNITI ES

As we look forward to the new year, we naturally think about what we will do in the year.

Many of us renew our commitment to friendships, to eating healthy and exercise more.

And it is a good time to think about our support of the church through our time and abili-

ties. You wi ||l be receiving the AO0Opportunitie
might be a part of the ministry of Ebenezer UCC, within our congregation and reaching

out to others. Please give it prayerful consideration and help 2012 be a great start of our

second century.

EASY FOR YOU i GOOD FOR YOUR CHURCH

Many have found fAelectronic funds transfero (E
nancial support of the church. Just set up the amount you want to have transferred from

your bank account to t he -mdnthlycr weékdy basig,andyomont hl y
dondt have to write checks or remember to have
with this newsletter for your convenience. You can complete it and put it in the offering

plate, or mail or deliver it to the church office. Laura Henning-Lorenz, finance team

leader, will be glad to answer any questions you may have.

VOLLEYBALL

The church volleyball league starts on January 8, 2012, with the games earlier this year
on Sunday afternoons, beginning at 1:00, at Sheboygan Falls YMCA. $10 per person
covers the season. Specific times and dates will be coming (around Packer schedule).
Talk to Mike Kohlmann if you are interested or have questions.

A BOOK STUDY PERFECT FOR US

Ebenezer is continually exploring new ways in which we can assist those in our commu-
nity who are less fortunate. Whether it is helping to stock the area food pantries, doing
laundry on Wednesday nights, or gathering supplies for the children at Jefferson School,
we already accomplish many things in our community. But could we be doing more, or
could we improve what we are doing? In an effort to better understand how we can reach
out to the needs of our community most effectively, Ebenezer is offering a book study fo-
cusing on the book, What Every Church Member Should Know About Poverty, by Bill
Ehlig and Ruby K Payne. We will be meeting at 6pm on Sundays for a light pot luck and
conversation, starting on January 8th, meeting for five weeks (avoiding the Super Bowl).
Please let Nathan Athorp or Roger Mealiff know by January 1st if you would like a book
ordered for you.
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EsP

EXPLORE, SERVE, PLAY
Youth Ministry at Ebenezer UCC

Explore (exploring our faith): The Jr. and Sr. High Classes will resume on Sunday

Mornings beginning January 8", 9:30 i 10:15 am. Please remember that All youth are
O6supposedd to be helping with the Sundda@BamSchool ope

Serve (serving others): Un-Decorating the Sanctuary: Saturday, Jan7 ™, 9am

What goes up must come down! The more hands to help the faster the project goes for everyone.
A continental breakfast will -beebh®athablubghbaot t hesa

Comma Café 1 confirmation students/mentors, please check your schedules as ¥ of the class
and mentors are responsible for Comma Café on January 22"

Big Brothers / Big Sisters Bowling Tournament i February
We will again be participating in this tournamentd the biggest single fundraiser for Big Brothers
and Big Sisters. Ebenezer has a | ong history of gr

ing again! All children, youth and adults are encouraged to participate. The more teams the merrier. We
will have an official date/time by the 3™ week of January.

RUMMAGE SALE i Looking Ahead: Please mark your calendar for Saturday March 10" as the
youth will be hosting the spring rummage sale. Also, please Note that there are prep days on Thursday
and Friday as it takes a lot to pull this Off. ALL youth and adults who are patrticipating in the National
Youth Event Should plan to help with this major fundraiser

Play (fun, fellowship, getting to know one another): JUST FOR FUN!!
Volleyball 8 Sheboygan Falls YMCA church league . Ebenezer has two
Teams participating in this | eagueéwhich is open

Intergenerational Ice Fishing Event: Saturday, February11  "é mor e
Information to follow in the February newsletter and the church bulletins
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THANK YOU!
As we |l ook to this new year the thank youdés abound!
tinued to be exceptionally generous in sharing your
|l ove among us. Through the mitten tree, the Salvat
and the replenishment of Scrip cards for the pastor

strated extraordinary caring and kindness.

And thank you, so very much, to the confirmation students, youth, Sunday School families and members
for your thoughtful expressions and generous Christmas cards, letters, pictures and gifts. It is always so
delightfully heart-warming to be surrounded by the faces and words of my church family and it is such
an honor to be included on your Christmas list (smile).

Aswe move intoour 100"anni ver sary celebration year, I candt h
stration of O6churchd being a part of this yearés Ch
ments on how much people enjoyed this yeards progr a
HUGE production and would have beenc o mp| et el y over whel mingél F it had

handful of people.

However, there were incredible adults and youth who stepped up to the plate and took responsibility for
particul ar areas and did a phenomenal job of follow
derful in seeking to bring their children to church on Sunday night as well as Sunday morning for the ad-

ditional practice!

When we had the chance to see the creativity, hard work and commitment of so many various groups

put together on the evening of December 18", | was moved to tears on more than one occasion by the
realization of what the gifts and talents of so man
of fering your time and talents to share the Good Ne
Christmas!

I pray that the experience of this ywmeaedihsarioOhwaysst mas
in many ministry areas throughout the new year. We have SO MANY incredible families at Ebenezer

who have new ideas, generous insights, and God-given talents that can come together to help us to

show Godés | ove i n &®eachother and otliefséin 2002t way s

It is certainly a time and a year of <celebration!
in faith, hope and love.

With much gratitude and joy,
Rev. Lorri
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Willing to Offer Your Time and Talents this

Lenten Season?

Looki ng A buinodlgseems like Lent is far away. Before we know it, the Lenten

season will be upon us! It has been the custom for the past 7 years that the confirmation stu-

dents and their mentors design and implement a Wednesday evening service for Lent. The
students and mentors do this 6éevery other year . 6
ever, as a part of our 100" Anniversary year celebration, we would like to recruit 4 intergen-

erational worship teams (approximately 5-8 people each team) to design and share a

Wednesday evening worship service for Lent. A general theme will be established and each

team will then select their scripture and a creative way to share their prayerful insights and
O6messageb.

We will have an initial meeting on Sunday, January 29 ™ at 9:30 am OR Wednesday,
February 1 * at 6:00 pm (remember, the first Lenten service led by a worship team will be
Wednesday, February 29"). Please take a moment to sign up and recruit others to share
their gifts and talents as wed as a congregationd seek to grow in faith and love in preparation
for the joy of Easter!

Thanks for all you do!
Rev. Lorri

JUST A FEW REMINDERS

ECJ will not meet in January
Mary Martha will meet again March 1st
Rockers will meet again in March
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Stillspeaking Daily Devotional
I apologize to those who may have tried to sign up fsqr t
confusing. | hope that these new directions will be easier.
Reflecting on a Bible passage, the writers of the Stillspeaking Devotions share thoughts and life experiences then end with a
prayer. The talented pool of writers each has a unique style. Some are pastors; some are lay people. But all have helped me
look within myself and beyond myself to seek what God wants me to do and be.
You can sign up to receive the Stillspeaking Devotional by going to the ucc.org website. On the top bar, click on theufeged Yo
Spirit heading, which will drop down. Then click on|the
As | look to the new year, a prayer that touched me comes from a recent devotional by William Green: May | expect tq find
you in all | face, God. Amen.
Grace Rindfleisch
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS: Rogene Manz, Robpert
Richter, Andrew Vreeke, Vivian Grams, Dorothy Free, Connie Schneekloth,
4/ /) Jarrod Jackett, Irene Feldt, Sharon Anhalt, Randy Hamann, Bill Nyhuis,
Kevin Rusch (Steve Austrengds nephdqw

with cancer and health concerns

Rummage Sale

The Youth Rummage Sale Fundraiser will be held
March 9 & 10.  Plan ahead when working on
those winter organization/spring cleaning pro-
jects, we'll be happy to take those extra items off
your hands.  More details in the February Visi-
tor.  Lots of Youth and Adult help will be needed
for this project.

‘0D kQVE i —
?o AelP! lwneny
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Embracing Ministry: Mission Outreach Updates
Food Pantry
A Special thanks to all the volunteers

and the donations that make this Ministry possible

The third Sunday of every month is Food Pantry Collection Sunday at Ebenezer UCC so January 15 is our
next collection date. Your donations of hon-perishable food items play a vital role in keeping the Sheboy-
gan Area Food Pantry stocked for those in need of this service. A grocery cart for your donations is located
in Fellowship Hall.

Ooo0ooooDoODOoDoDoODoODoDoDoooDoooooooaoaoao

Comma Cafe Second Century Campaign

Update

Total Pledged: $627,125
Pledged to Date: $326,753
Paid to Date: $313,240

January 1st United Womens

Fellowship Second Century contribution

statements for 2011 will be
distributed with the regular
Ebenezer UCC contribution
statements in early January.

8th Inspiring Ministry
15th Mary Martha Circle
29th Volunteer Needed

Ron Rindfliesch

0oo0ooooo0o0Dooo0Do0o0o0ooDo0o0o0oooo0of0o0oboooooooaoao
0oo0ooooo0o0Dooo0Do0o0o0ooDo0o0o0oooo0of0o0oboooooooaoao

Ooo0ooooDoODOoDoDoODoODoDoDoooDoooooooaoaoao

REMINDERS

The VISITOR is available via email which helps bring down costs of postage and paper. Please let the office know if
you would prefer an email VISITOR. (920) 452-9766 or email ebucc@ebenezerucc.org

If you sponsor FLOWERS for the Sunday service please return the vases to the church kitchen when you dispose of
your flowers. The vases need to be returned to the florist.

Please remember to collect BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION AND SOUP LABELS for the Ebenezer-Jefferson Part-
nership. Both may be placed in the container near the phone in the kitchen.
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IMPORTANT NOTE:
Sunday School willNOT meet on January 1st

v Parent(s) and infants, 10 Mos. i 3 Years
Infant/Toddler Next class: Sunday, December 18: 9:307 10 am
10 mosc 3 Years Meet in the Nursery Room in the Sunday School Hallway

/ WORKSHOP ROTATION MODEL (WRM) SUNDAY SCHOOL
PreKi 6th Grade
Sunday Mornings September 11 through May: 9:057 10:15 am

Meet in the church sanctuary, Pick up from Workshop
Januaryédés Rotation: Jesusd6 Bapti

) WRM Sunday School children play bells on Janudty 29

at the 10:30 worship service.

JR. & SR. HIGH YOUTH EXPLORE

7th 7 12th Grade
Sunday Mornings September 11th through May: 9:30 i 10:20 am

Meet in the Jr/Sr Youth Education Room in the Sunday School Hallway.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday mornings, September through May: 9:00 7 10:00 am
Meet in the church Library/Lounge
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Sonshine Stitchers Craft Day

‘6% _

Mark your calendars for Sonshine Stitchers Craft Day on Saturday January 21 st, 2012 and Saturday February
18", These events will start at 8am and go till 5pm for each date. These are potluck events so bring a dish to
pass.

Saturday January 21 12012 8am-5pm

Saturday February 18 ™ 2012 8am-5pm

Sign up sheets will be on the clip board in the lobby.
If you have any questions, contact Diane Zimmerman.



